JALT CEFR&LP SIG

Newsletter No. 20 - March 2018

Dear members of CEFR & LP SIG,

CEFR&LP is now a full and voting SIG - Yes, this is the breaking news from the JALT
Executive Board Meeting (EBM) held on February 3rd and 4th in Ogaki (Aichi). In 2017,
the CEFR & LP SIG fulfilled all the necessary requirements used for evaluation. Mark
Brierley, the SIG liaison officer, submitted a motion to the EBM and the motion passed.
The amazing result is: CEFR&LP SIG has been promoted from a non-voting, forming
SIG to a full, voting SIG!!!

Thank you all for being a member and supporting the SIG over the years. Every single

member counts. Every single contribution counts. Thank you so much!!!
In 2018 the next main JALT event is of course

JALT PAN SIG on May 19th and 20th, 2018
At Toyo Gakuen in Tokyo (next to Tokyo Dome City)
http://pansig.org/

The CEFR&LP SIG will be involved in two events at the PAN SIG:
(1) The CEFR & LP SIG FORUM

CEFR and Curriculum
In recent years, many universities in Japan have been revising their curriculum using the
CEFR or the CEFR-J. This CEFR&LP SIG Forum will address this topic by inviting
presenters of some selected universities as good practice case studies. These concrete
examples will serve as an opportunity to gain clear, deep insight into the curriculum
change process. The aim of the Forum is an open exchange on experience, challenges and

perspectives.

(2) Support of a featured speaker on CEFR & CLIL
Mark deBoer (AIU)
Conceptualizing a model for assessment in CLIL



The efficiency of CLIL instruction has been researched extensively,
demonstrating its positive impact on learners. Yet, an underrepresentation of assessment
as the focus of CLIL research has resulted in an unclear understanding of what assessment
in the CLIL classroom should look like or aim at. Applying CEFR principles and dynamic
assessment practices, the premise that knowledge is co-constructed in social interaction
through the use of language mediating subject matter and subject matter mediating the
language, is one starting point for conceptualising and implementing CLIL assessment.
This monistic perspective of teaching, learning, and assessment in the CLIL classroom
will be discussed.

Key words: CLIL, CEFR, dynamic assessment

Please note the following schedule for registration:

[1 Registration deadline for presenters: March 17, 2018

(1 Payment deadline for presenters: April 10, 2018

[1 General pre-registration deadline and payment: May 8, 2018

If you did attend another Pan SIG before, the registration is easy. If it is the first time, that
is not difficult at all! Come and join us!

Hope to see you at PAN SIG!
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CEFR-related research and developments

Release of the Companion Volume
In 2017, The CEFR Companion Volume with New Descriptors (Provisional Edition) was
released and is now available online. The new volume is an exciting development,
complementing the original framework which was first published in 2001. Below is a
brief introduction from the Council of Europe’s website about the key areas covered in
the CV, and link to download the document.
Link to the Companion Volume: https://tinyurl.com/CEFR-CV-2017



https://tinyurl.com/CEFR-CV-2017

The Companion Volume is the product of a project of the Education Policy

Division (Language Policy Programme) of the Council of Europe carried out from
2014 to 2017. The focus in that project was to update the CEFR illustrative
descriptors by:

highlighting certain innovative areas of the CEFR for which no descriptor

scales had been provided in the 2001 set of descriptors, but which have

become increasingly relevant over the past twenty years, especially

mediation and plurilingual / pluricultural competence;

building on the successful implementation and further development of the

CEFR, for example by more fully defining ‘plus levels’ and a new ‘Pre-Al’

level;

responding to demands for more elaborate description of listening and

reading in existing scales, and for descriptors for other communicative

activities such as online interaction, using telecommunications, expressing

reactions to creative text and literature;

enriching the description at A1, and at the C levels, particularly C2.
Council of Europe News release
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Upcoming conferences related to CEFR topics

JACTFL conference the upcoming Sunday: March 11th, 2018
JACTFL = Japan Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages

H AR S EFEZCE HEMERRE will hold its yearly symposium

JACTFL 6th symposium #MEFEHE > > 7" 7 A onthe
Future of Foreign Language Education Multilingualism and Plurilingualism
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2018 -3 H 11 H(H), 10:00 - 17:00
Date March 11th, 2018



Time 10:00 - 17:00

Location F& KA F v > 7%, Place 6 =fE 410 =
In Tokyo, Sophia University, Building 6 Room 410

Fee: 1000 yen

To sign up (recommended), go to the website http://www.jactfl.or.jp

Program (Overview)

e FHiMDR Morning session

BH1¥% 9:30~ registration starts

10:00~10:30 A<=z Opening Ceremony

10:30~12:15 EFREE: HYF RE(—RARZRLEER i)
[BEFEL DO HVWH—TZ LIXORHRIM: & TR

Keynote speech: Katsuhiko Tanaka (Hitsubashi University)

“Multilingualism as a companion —Irregularities and patterns of expressions”

12:15~13:15 B&IRZ# Lunch Break
o FH DR Afternoon session
13:15~15:00 XF VT 4 2B v ay [AROBEZEICETH%
Panel discussion
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http://www.jactfl.or.jp/

TEEENEL 200 A (EENE F-OIZHBH LiAA T 1Y) (200 people)

ZNE = BHEEE —i% 1000 ) (S5 L OVE M) FRTO B LIAZ S LE
T (25 505 [=]http://www jactflor.jp)

Fee 1000 yen, please sign up beforehand.

T —RAERVE AN B A E G AE HEERE S (JACTFL)
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CEFR-J 2018
On March 17th and 18", the CEFR-J 2018 symposium will be held. Registration is now
open. Please visit the following website for more information. (At the moment, most

information is in Japanese, sorry!)

WHRAMEFBERFZOKBFHALKR (CEFR-] YrY =7 MRUE) T,

Fox OHERE L T D B ARDOIFEHE O T2 DI CEFR-J2018 ¥Ry 7 A
NLLTFOEETRESNET, B OF —2 %L L7z CEFR #EAMZED
FLWVEEZ A LET, 724 0IEHRIC CEFR-] OIFHIZ 7 +— 0 A %Y
T, U0 va v IRRNERELHRTE L,

WFEHI72 CAN-DO U A NMIEDSSHR - F AT « T A MR, KDHE 4
RERBRC IS /) TN NGB - BIRIR - TR - BB - I REBE DO HF 42 I2& -
EBITNEOTEREZRALTE D EHF L ET, EHE 3004 T BIMHFIADKLETT,
UTZZIZROE, BoTIZMTZIN,

CEFR-J 2018

mDate HIf:20184E3 H 17 H (£) -18 B (H)

Date March 17th and 18th, 2018

T © BORORY: CNHEER R ERT AR 5 )

Location Seijo University (Odakyu Line, Seijo Gakuen mae, 5 minutes walk)
w212 : 500 1 (&FHR) Participation fee: 500 Yen


http://www.jactfl.or.jp/

m/' 177 2 Program

3A17H (£) 10:00-17:00

On March 17th kaken research members present their results

OFMF A 78— CEFR-] ¥ELZ 27 « 7 A FPHFE D PRIHE

©Grammar/ Text Profile (CEFR-J LU |ZxkHST 530 « 7% 2 Mo —5&)
@CEFR-J L ~UVHIE, & AR & TR DI H B

3188 (A) 10:00-17:00

On March 18th (Sunday) there are workshops and information exchange:
O©FHif : BHF A /X —IC X% CEFRJ {EH U —2 v a v

OF1% @ I« FEHEIZ LD CEFR-J WL - L (A% 15 1)

n 17T LFEMEBS LOBERLL T D web A &2 ZE IV
You can find a detailed program on the following web-page:

http://cefr-j.org/events.html

mfff VNSO - REMERER R B AFIE =

For any inquiries please contact

Email: tonolab.tufs[AT]gmail.com

This symposium is related to Kaken project on CEFR-J 2016-2019 }5/(A) and its

research members.
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Last but not least: Free copy
If you are interested in reviewing the CEFR & LP SIG’s edited volume from the
English Profile Studies series, Volume 6 - Critical, Constructive Assessment of
CEFR-informed Language Teaching in Japan and Beyond - for a journal or for our
newsletter, you can get a free copy.

Please contact the coordinator of CEFR&LP SIG or any officer of the SIG.
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